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National Leadership Awards Dinner Celebrates Contributions of Immigrants to the United States
Over 300 political, government, business, academic, and non-profit leaders will attend the fourth annual National Leadership Awards Dinner at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C on June 5th at 6.30 p.m. The Dinner will celebrate the contributions immigrants--New Americans--have made to America. Sponsored by the Merage Foundation for the American Dream (www.meragefoundations.com/mfad.html) and in association with the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, the dinner will honor four outstanding Americans whose journey to America as immigrants and lifelong journey in America has enriched this country and expanded the choices open to all Americans. They are:

Ambassador Francis Deng: National Leadership Award for Public Policy

Ambassador Deng is from Sudan; he has served as Ambassador to many nations and as U.N Advisor. He was Sudan’s Minister of State. Ambassador Deng is an outstanding scholar and poet.  His written and spoken analyses have made world leaders aware of the negative impact of displacement throughout the world.      
Jack Rosenthal: National Leadership Award for Journalism 

Jack Rosenthal is one of America’s foremost journalists. His Pulitzer Prize-winning insightful and courageous editorials for the New York Times have helped extend opportunities to all Americans who have few opportunities, including immigrant Americans.      

Shirley Tilghman: National Leadership Award for Education 

Princeton University President Shirley Tilghman is an outstanding, world-renowned scientist whose work on genomics has been applauded by her colleagues throughout the world.  As a teacher, professor, and now president of Princeton University, Shirley Tilghman has and will continue to make a difference in the quality of life for all Americans and for all peoples of the world.        

Jerry Yang: National Leadership Award for Entrepreneurship 

Jerry Yang is co-founder of Yahoo! His innovative contributions to the “information superhighway” through the development of Yahoo! has significantly expanded our capacity to communicate with others throughout the world. Jerry Yang has enlarged our ability to access knowledge and given us the technical tools to expand reasoned dialogue.               

Previous National Leadership Award winners: for 2006, Vartan Gregorian, President of Carnegie Corporation; Jenny Ming, former President of Old Navy; Cesar Pelli of Pelli, Clark Pelli, Architects; for 2005, Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State; Mario Molina, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry; Max Frankel, former Editor and Pulitzer Prize winner, New York Times; Armando Codina, entrepreneur, the Codina Group.      

The Merage Foundation’s American Dream Fellows are graduating seniors who immigrated to this nation and were nominated as outstanding leaders and students from the Foundation’s 22 partner universities. They will be introduced during the Dinner and will each receive a $20,000 stipend over two years to begin pursuit of their American Dream.

Paul Merage, founder and president of the Merage Foundation for the American Dream, noted that he and his wife Lilly “are grateful for the response to the Awards Dinner from leaders all over the nation.” He noted that “hopefully the Dinner will help all Americans understand the positive impact new Americans have had on this nation.” Paul Merage also said that “the Foundation is pleased to honor each of the four nominees. Each has become a worthy legend in their own time. Each has made America and the world a better place.” Mr. Merage commented that he and his wife Lilly are also proud to announce the new class of Merage Fellows. “They were carefully selected from among graduating immigrant seniors for their academic and leadership excellence. We are pleased that the Merage Foundation for the American Dream will be able to give them a jump start in the pursuit of their American Dream.”         

Former Congressman Lee Hamilton, president and director of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, said that “The National Leadership Awards Dinner and its outstanding honorees reflect the importance of immigration to America and the fact that America in welcoming immigrants to its shores has benefited immensely. My colleagues and I at the Center have welcomed the opportunity to work with the Merage Foundation for the American Dream in sponsoring the National Leadership Awards Dinner. ”                       

For further information about the National Leadership Awards Dinner, please call or e-mail Marshall Kaplan, Executive Director of the Merage Foundation for the American Dream, tel. 949-474-5882;  Mkaplan@MerageFoundations.com; for more information about the Merage Foundation for the American Dream, see the Foundation’s website at www.meragefoundations.com/mfad.html.
