


reduce loneliness. They

Isabel in Chile offer a means to retain val-
ued aspects of their culture,
as well as their religion and
ethnicity while becoming
American. Sometimes, how-

ever, immigrants leave
behind memories of perse-
cution, intolerance and vio-
lence. Often, these immi-
grants want to forget their
memories and build new
ones in the United States.

THEME Two: BUILDING A
NEW LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES

The DVDs focus on how immigrants build new lives in America. Life was not

always easy for many immigrants. They faced severe difficulties related to dis-
crimination and racism. But America also offered safety, freedom of religion, a
predictable legal system, educational and job choices. Most immigrants found it
difficult to learn and sometimes to think in English. Almost all immigrants, par-
ticularly young immigrants, made learning English a priority. They knew that
mastering English was a key to their educational and job or career success. They
worked hard to do well in school. Many immigrants chose to develop and pursue
their American Dream. They built decent lives for themselves and their families.
They contributed to America.

THEME THREE: ACHIEVING THE AMERICAN DREAM

The DVDs provide historical examples of how immigration has fueled the
nation’s economic growth, enriched its culture and politics, and provided lead-
ers and workers for its businesses and educational institutions. The DVDs pres-
ent the personal stories of immigrant leaders who achieved their American
Dreams, including an accomplished, prize-winning editor and journalist; a
world-renowned scientist; and an internationally-acclaimed author. The lives
and the achievements of the immigrants profiled provide all students with
wonderful role models.

SCHEDULING THE DVDs:
The four DVDs are approximately 20 minutes in length. Each DVD can be
shown and the planned activities initiated independently. But, teachers should
think about coordinating the DVDs and planned activities over a three- or four-
week period. The DVD concerning the history of immigration provides planned
activities relevant to its content. They are different than the planned activities for
the DVDs profiling individual immigrants. If the DVDs that focus on individual
immigrants are shown as part of a coordinated lesson plan, teachers would:

+ ask students to participate in the group and classroom discussions proposed as
planned activities (see Theme One: Leaving Behind Memories and Places below)
immediately after showing each DVD.

+ have students prepare only one diary describing their immigration experiences
or those of their family members (see Thene Two: Building A New Life in the
United States below). The diaries would compare these experiences with the
immigrant leaders profiled in each of the DVDs. Key categories for description
and comparison in the diaries should be similar to those provided in the dis-
cussion of planned activities in Theme Tivo. They will help students organize
the milestones in their lives or the lives of their parents and the profiled immi-
grants (e.g., learning English, finding a job, etc.).

.

get students to interview one group of community leaders who are immigrants
to learn about their experiences and achievements (see Theme Three: Achieving
The American Dream below). Help students select interviewees from their or
their parents’ countries of origin. Questions students might ask are provided in
the Theme Three planned activities.

Each set of educational materials contains resource citations. Teachers should
review them. The cited books, articles and Web pages suggest possible back-
ground reading assignments for teachers and students.

ISABEL ALLENDE: Exile, Traveler,
World-renowned Author, Foreigner,

Immigrant, and American

Background: Hispanics and America: Early Arrivals, Increasing Numbers, and
Increasing Diversity Students should know that Spanish-speaking explorers were
among the first explorers that came to the United States. Their explorations
began in 1513, well before the United States was an established nation. Their
efforts led Spain to claim vast areas of Central and South America as part of the
Spanish Empire.

Mexico’s successful declaration of independence from Spain in 1821 granted
the new Mexican nation authority over large parts of the Spanish territory. After
losing its war with Texas in 1836, Mexico’s hold over the southwest areas of the
United States, including what is now California and New Mexico, weakened sig-
nificantly. In 1845, the United States annexed Texas. Mexico and the United States
went to war between the years 1846-1848 to a large degree because of competing
land claims. The United States won the war. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
awarded the U.S. the territory which is now California, Nevada, Utah, much of
New Mexico, Arizona, and part of Colorado and Wyoming. At that time, the
northern boundaries of Mexico became essentially what they are today.
Thousands of Mexican citizens resided in areas which were ceded to the United
States. Upon statehood, they became citizens of the United States. Despite dis-
crimination, they contributed much to the development of the western United
States.

Today, thirty five million Hispanics live in the United States. They constitute
over 13% of the United States’ population. They are the largest and one of the
fastest growing immigrant groups in the United States. Mexico is the country of
origin of nearly sixty percent of all Hispanics. Nearly 10% of Hispanics trace their
roots to Puerto Rico.! Other Central and South American nations contribute rel-
atively small percentages to the United States population,

Immigration from Central and South America has varied over the years. The
total numbers, generally, have depended on: U.S. public policy; U.S. immigration

Class Discussion Prompts:
Before teachers show the DVD and begin the planned activities, they should:

1. highlight the important events in Isabel Allende’s exciting and productive
life. They should make sure that students know she is a Latino who emigrat-
ed to the U.S. from Venezuela. But they should also know that while she was
born in Peru, she considers Chile her native country. Isabel Allende lived in
many countries as the wife of a diplomat. She saw violence and poverty first
hand. Ms. Allende fled Chile because her uncle who was then president died
in a successful coup attempt, Isabel Allende considers herself bicultural. She
respects the loyalty, warmth and family values of her Latino culture and the
freedom, opportunity and stability provided by America. Ms. Allende has
become one of the world’s most accomplished and respected authors. She
also continues to advocate for women’s and immigrant rights.

2. help students understand the meaning of several terms used by Isabel
Allende in the DVD, including freak, becoming American, trust baby,
political refugee, coup, extended family, and bicultural.

3. ask students if they can define their American Dreams. If it is difficult
for students to do so, teachers should ask students about their hopes con-
cerning their education, jobs, family, and contributions to the community.
Teachers should encourage students to think about and develop their
American Dreams as they continue their education. Teachers should ask
students to see if they can define Isabel Allende’s American Dream as they
view the DVD on her life. Teachers should indicate that American Dreams
help provide direction.

=

. reinforce how many Latinos there are in the United States and some of the
differences in their backgrounds. Discuss with your students how United
States laws and policies have affected immigration of Latinos to the United
States over the years.




